
Leave a Legacy 
Plan today to give the gift of time for future generations 

One of the best ways you can help ensure the future preservation and promotion of 

American timekeeping history is by contributing to the American Clock & Watch 

Museum in Bristol, Connecticut.  Making a donation through a planned gift is a 

great way to create a  legacy of support for our artifact collections and educational 

programming while making a good choice in the care of your assets.   



Planned Giving is not about money.  It is about people and the causes and organizations they believe in.  The American 

Clock & Watch Museum contains one of the finest collections of American hand- made and production timepieces ever 

assembled in this country or anywhere in the world.  It is important to preserve these artifacts for both current and future 

generations.   

The Richard K. Ingraham Legacy Society was established at the museum in 2000 as a way of recognizing those 

individuals who have generously offered to provide for the American Clock & Watch Museum in their wills or estate 

plans, or have agreed to make a direct contribution to the museum’s endowment fund.  Having grown to over 25 

participants , each gift to the legacy society helps insure the future of the museum as it continues its important mission.   

One Society member is Mr. Ingraham himself who was part of the family that founded and operated one of Bristol’s 

most important industrial enterprises.  Many of his family members planed a significant role in the development of the 

museum and Richard continued that legacy by making the first gift by establishing a Charitable Remainder Unitrust that 

provided income for his wife throughout her life before coming to the museum.   

Another Society member was Ruth E. Lapp, a Bristol schoolteacher and former volunteer at the museum.  Miss Lapp 

named the museum in her will as beneficiary of a percentage of her estate.  She had chosen to include her family and 

friends as well as two organizations that were important parts of her life, namely her church and the museum. 

 

 

You may become a member of the Richard K. Ingraham Legacy Society by simply contacting us at 860-583-6070 or 

email info@clockmuseum.org and notify us that you have  named the American Clock & Watch Museum as a 

beneficiary in your will or estate plan.  Types of planned gifts may include: 

A Bequest in a Will:  The easiest and most common way of making a planned gift is through a bequest in 

your will.  You can designate a specific amount of money, a percentage of your estate, or a specific 

asset. ACWM could also be named as a contingent beneficiary. 

Life Income Gifts: Gifts such as a charitable gift annuity, a charitable remainder trust, or a pooled income 

fund provide you and/or your designated beneficiary income for life.  Upon your passing, the museum 

receives the gift.  Life income gifts generally reduce or eliminate certain taxes and guarantee an income 

for life. 

Life Insurance:  Life insurance can be used to make a sizeable gift to ACWM For example, you can 

purchase a new policy and make the museum the owner and beneficiary of the policy. You can make the 

American Clock & Watch Museum the owner and beneficiary of an existing policy you no longer need 

or you can name ACWM a contingent beneficiary of an existing policy.  Your life insurance could 

“endow” your annual pledge to ACWM. 

A Life Estate:  You can deed your home, vacation property, or condominium to ACWM and retain the right 

to live in the property and/or receive income from the property for as long as you or your beneficiaries 

live.  A life estate gift reduces capital gains, inheritance and estate taxes and offers an income tax 

deduction as well. 

Depending on the type of planned gift, different assets may be used to fund it.  Cash, appreciated securities, appreciated 

property, or personal property (such as your collection of clocks or watches, jewelry or art) may be options.  Check with 

your financial and legal advisors before making a gift.   

Everyone can help, regardless of income, and each gift makes an impact by leaving a legacy for all time. 


